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Chairmans Report 2021/22

It gives me great pleasure to present my report as Chairman for Cruck Cottage Heritage Association for the year ending 27th June 2022.
This will be the last Chair report from Cruck Cottage Heritage Association, with the change to Cruck Cottage Heritage on 28th June. For this reason, our year end for this year as CCHA is 27th June
Once again, the past year has been rather difficult for us, but we have been more fortunate than many.

Understandably visitors have been few, but we have had some interesting people through the cottage, and as always their donations have been generous and most welcome.

Probably the highlight of the year was the local Doors Open Days event in September. As restrictions were eased somewhat, the event returned to something like normal. We were happy to take part, and opened the doors on both the Saturday and Sunday. Due to the hard work of our local organiser, Mick McLeod and his team, the event was well publicised, and we welcomed a large number of visitors to the cottage.

As always, music was provided by Bob Watson, and Alan Pettigrew demonstrated his crook making skills. Our friend, Margaret Dunnington, brought out a fantastic display of figurines she has painted, and sold a number for cottage funds. My thanks to them all.

Sadly we were unable to hold our Cruck Christmas event again. However, Margaret Dunnington, ably assisted by our Kate Connor, decorated the cottage windows with Christmas displays. The windows were lit up in the evenings, and I trust that they were enjoyed by many who came by to have a look.

We have continued to make use of Facebook, Flickr, our website, and other social media to publicise the cottage. It is remarkable how many people are reached when our Facebook posts are shared, but unfortunately this does not always convert into more visits to the cottage!

We have continued to provide links and information to relatives and others looking for information on our sometime neighbour, John Gibson Paton, Missionary, largely due to the great efforts of our Bill Meadows.

We have made some progress with the transfer of ownership of the cottage. We held a very constructive meeting with directors from Solway Heritage, and it was agreed that their solicitors would be instructed to start the process. We have been obliged to register as a charity, and also appoint trustees. It is not appropriate to retain 'Association' in our title, so this has now been dropped, and our title will be  simply 'Cruck Cottage Heritage'.

Great credit must go to our Secretary, Sheila Adams, for all the hard work she has carried out re-drafting our constitution, and preparing the application for the OSCR registration. This led to confirmation that we have been registered as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation with the Office of Scottish Charity Regulator, as from 28th June, 2022, which is a major step forward.

We carried out our annual limewashing, and due to the large number of volunteers that came along, we treated both inside and out in a matter of 3 hours. My thanks to them all.

'Kenny's Korner' continues to flourish, and is a fitting tribute to a friend and member who is sadly missed, and we know is some little comfort to Karen and her family.

I was very pleased to welcome five new members to our Committee, Vinny and Kate Connor, Moira Weatherup, and John Oliver. Already they have put forward new ideas to improve and promote the cottage experience.
We are grateful to continue to enjoy excellent support from our local, and wider, community, including continued grants from the wind farm fund, via Torthorwald Community Council. As always, Solway Heritage have been there in the background for us.

Many thanks to all who have supported the cottage in any way over the past year. It is very satisfying to know that the work we do to preserve our cottage is appreciated.

As always, the support I have enjoyed from my committee members, families and friends has been first class, my sincere thanks to them all. A special mention of our Marisa McAdam, who will not be a trustee of CCH, but will continue as a member. Marisa has been such a great help to us over the years, and I have little doubt will continue to do so.

Our priorities for the coming year will be to progress the change of ownership, and continue to raise the profile of the cottage. I would like to encourage more group visits, also third party events, and visits and projects by local University, College and school students/pupils. We must also try to encourage more members to join us to support our cause.

I commend this report to you all.

Bill Lawson

Chairman, CCHA

October 2022

