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Chairmans Report 2019/20

It gives me great pleasure to present my report as Chairman of our Association for the year 2019/20.

We have enjoyed another great year at the cottage, however it did come to a premature and abrupt end owing to the Covid virus lockdown!

During the year we have had a steady stream of 'casual' visitors, and have also welcomed visits from various groups, including Johnstonebridge WI, Mouswald WI, Dumfries Rotary, the Family History Group, and a local Walking Group.

We also gave presentations to the Ae Village Ladies Group, the Family History Group at Castle Douglas, Lockerbie Rotary, and the Ladies Gardening Club at St Mary's. We also took part in the Collin Summer Event at Collin School, which went well.

Group visits and presentations are something that I am keen to develop, and I am sure that once we are back to something like normal, we will be able to do this.

Probably the highlight of the year was the local Doors Open Days in September, which, thanks to the hard work of the new team of organisors, was back again after a few years break. We had the usual craft displays, and live music. Thanks to Sarah Beattie, Alan Pettigrew, Lori Kyle and our 'resident' musician, Bob Watson. A special mention of Jim Maxwell and his son, who came down from Ayr, and brought with them John G Paton's coconut church collection box, which originated from the New Hebrides, and is now owned by Jim, who is a relation of Paton.

Scottish Civic Trust and Doors Open Days organised a 'Hoolie' at Easterbrook Hall in February, which Kenny Laidlaw and I attended. It was organised as a networking event, with people from various venues throughout the region, SCT, and other agencies in attendance. It was an excellent, worthwhile event, and I hope that it becomes an annual gathering.

We carried out the usual basic maintenance to the cottage during the year. The annual limewashing was remarkable, our usual army of helpers turned out, and the whole job was done in just over an hour! Thankfully no major repairs were needed. The priority for this year is to fill in the gaps in the cobbles on the cottage access, as they are uneven, and difficult to walk on.

We have planted various shrubs, such as buddleia and hebe, around the garden to encourage butterflies and bees. Our friends, Ann and Jim Carruthers, very kindly gifted us a large tub full of spring flowers, which has pride of place outside the front door. Another, typical, kind gesture! All in all the garden is looking good, with the grass and hedge well tended to as always by my Vice Chair, Bill Meadows.

We have purchased a wooden seat, as a memorial to a dear friend of the cottage, Isobel Cowan, who sadly passed away recently. This will be a nice feature in the cottage garden.

For various reasons, the change of ownership of the cottage has not yet taken place. Whilst the situation with the Covid virus will not help, I am keen to have this progressed as soon as we can. Solway Heritage have not placed any pressure on us to have this resolved, and we are grateful for that. As always, the help and support we continue to enjoy from them is very much appreciated.

The support from all our friends has, as always, been outstanding. My thanks to Torthorwald Community Council for their support, and the allocation of grants from the Windfarm Fund.

Our annual Christmas evening went well again. The highlight this year was entertainment supplied by a local, very talented young singer, Kate Kyle. Supported as always of course by Bob and his accordian. Carol singing, mince pies, mulled wine, Marisa's bumper raffle, all made it a perfect evening. Many thanks to all who helped, and donated the mince pies and raffle prizes. Our Christmas tree looked particularly smart this year, thanks to the new decorations crafted and painted by Neil Coupland and Margaret Dunnington. Such talent!

We also took part in the St Johns Church Christmas Tree Festival, thanks to our committee member, Pauline Dear. 

Everything is now on hold because of this horrible virus, and who knows when we will get back to normal. Rest assured, though, we will ensure that the cottage is well looked after in the meantime, and open again when it is safe to do so.

Finally, my sincere thanks to my Committee, their families, and all our friends who have helped and supported the Cruck Cottage over the past year.

I commend this report to you all.

Bill Lawson

Chairman, CCHA

April 2020

